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The meeting was called to order at 10.20 a.m. 


Opening of the session 


1. The Chairperson declared open the eighty-seventh session of the Committee on 
the Elimination of Racial Discrimination. 


Opening statement by the Chief of the Petitions and Inquiries Section, Human 
Rights Treaty Division 


2. Ms. Edelenbos (Chief of Petitions and Inquiries Section, Human Rights Treaties 
Division), reporting on developments since the Committee’s previous session, said 
that the Chairperson had attended the twenty-seventh meeting of chairpersons of the 
human rights treaty bodies, which had been held in San José, Costa Rica, in June 
2015. The session had discussed a number of issues arising from the outcome of the 
treaty body strengthening process. It had endorsed the San José Guidelines against 
intimidation or reprisals against individuals or groups for seeking to cooperate with 
the United Nations, which reminded States of their responsibility “to avoid acts 
constituting intimidation or reprisals and to prevent, protect against, investigate and 
ensure accountability and to provide effective remedies to victims of such acts or 
omissions”. The San José Guidelines, like the Addis Ababa Guidelines adopted in 
2012, were a key instrument that the chairpersons of the treaty bodies had endorsed to 
reinforce the treaty body system and duly protect all potential parties that cooperated 
with it. 


3. The chairpersons had met during the session with representatives of the Inter- 
American Commission on Human Rights, the Inter-American Court of Human Rights, 
and national human rights institutions in the region with a view to enhancing mutual 
cooperation. 


4. At the opening of the session, the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Worship of 
Costa Rica had urged academic institutions throughout the world to reflect on 
innovative options that would further strengthen the human rights treaty body system. 
All such contributions would deepen States’ understanding of the effectiveness of the 
measures taken, which were to be reviewed by the General Assembly no later than 
2020, in accordance with General Assembly resolution 68/268. 


5. Pursuant to resolution 68/268, the Treaty Body Capacity-Building Programme 
had been launched in January 2015 and would become fully operational during the 
next few months. The Programme, which had been established “to support States 
parties in building their capacity to implement their treaty obligations”, was a 
pioneering project for the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human 
Rights (OHCHR), since there would be, for the first time, a properly resourced one- 
office support function for engagement with the treaty bodies. In addition, two 10- 
member teams would operate at OHCHR headquarters and in the regional offices. In 
Geneva, the Programme was located in the Section on Capacity-Building and 
Harmonization, of the Human Rights Treaties Division. The Programme would seek to 
transform reporting from a perceived burden to a concrete benefit for States and 
ultimately for rights holders. 


6. OHCHR would organize two regional “train the trainers” events annually, 
establish a roster of trainers, and provide training and advisory services at the national 
level on request. It would identify and share good reporting practices, and develop a 
solid training methodology for each treaty together with tools that could be used 
across all regions. General Assembly resolution 68/268 also requested OHCHR to 
support States interested in setting up standing national reporting and coordination 
mechanisms, a subject on which OHCHR was currently finalizing a comprehensive 
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study. Increased, targeted and sustainable capacity-building efforts should lead to 
increased qualitative and quantitative reporting to treaty bodies and eventually to 
increased implementation of recommendations made by treaty bodies and all other 
human rights mechanisms. 


7. At the twenty-ninth session of the Human Rights Council in June 2015, the 
Special Rapporteur on contemporary forms of racism, racial discrimination, 
xenophobia and related intolerance had dedicated his 2015 thematic report to the issue 
of racial and ethnic profiling in law enforcement (A/HRC/29/46). He had stressed that 
the practice constituted a violation of the rights of the targeted groups or individuals 
because of its fundamentally discriminatory nature and because it further exacerbated 
discrimination already suffered as a result of ethnic origin or minority status. He had 
highlighted international, regional and national measures aimed at combating and 
prohibiting racial profiling, called for legislative measures to combat discrimination 
and racism by law enforcement agencies, and urged States to gather law enforcement 
data, including statistics disaggregated by ethnicity and race, which were essential in 
order to assess the existence and extent of racial profiling. The Special Rapporteur had 
also acknowledged the contributions made by the Committee on the Elimination of 
Racial Discrimination, including its general recommendation No. 31 on the prevention 
of racial discrimination in the administration and functioning of the criminal justice 
system, in which the Committee had advised States to prevent questioning, arrests and 
searches which were in reality based solely on the physical appearance of a person, the 
person’s colour or features, or membership of a racial or ethnic group, or any profiling 
which exposed him or her to greater suspicion. The Special Rapporteur had also noted 
that the Committee consistently applied its recommendations on racial and ethnic 
profiling when considering individual States parties. 


8. The Special Rapporteur on minority issues had released a comprehensive study 
of the human rights situation of Roma worldwide, with a particular focus on the 
phenomenon of anti-Gypsyism (A/HRC/29/24). She had stressed that Roma 
communities and individuals worldwide continued to face situations of extreme 
poverty and marginalization across a wide range of human rights indicators, a fact that 
had also been highlighted by the Committee in many of its concluding observations. 
Roma were, inter alia, subjected to harassment, intimidation and violence, both by 
State actors and by individuals, and were insufficiently protected against such acts. 
Negative stereotypes of Roma persisted in all regions and they suffered from 
particularly high levels of poverty. The Special Rapporteur had also emphasized the 
role that the United Nations treaty bodies played in highlighting discrimination against 
Roma, particularly the Committee “in its general recommendation No. 27 on 
discrimination against Roma. She had called upon States to protect and promote the 
rights of Roma as a matter of priority, to promptly investigate crimes against Roma 
individuals and communities, to sanction discrimination and hate speech, to address 
the root causes of anti-Gypsyism, to address the socioeconomic vulnerability of Roma, 
and to pay particular attention to the specific needs of Roma women, as well as Roma 
with disabilities, lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and intersex persons, young 
people and older persons. 


9. The Ad Hoc Committee on the Elaboration of Complementary Standards had 
held its seventh session from 13 to 24 July in Geneva. Mr. Bossuyt had made a 
presentation on the use of the complaint mechanism under article 14 of the Convention 
and Ms. Crickley had discussed the role played by the Committee’s general 
recommendations in promoting the effective implementation of the Convention. 


10. The twenty-sixth meeting of States parties to the Convention had met in New 
York on 25 June 2015 to elect nine members of the Committee to replace those whose 
terms of office were to expire on 19 January 2016. For the first time in the 
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Committee’s history, five women had been elected, raising the total number of women 
to seven as of 2016 and thus substantially improving the Committee’s gender balance. 
She congratulated Mr. Avtonomov, Mr. Cali Tzay, Ms. Dah and Mr. Murillo on their 
re-election and commended the members who would be leaving at the end of the next 
session, namely Mr. Diaconu, Mr. Huang, Ms. January-Bardill, Mr. Lahiri and Mr. 
Vazquez, on their outstanding contributions. 


11. During the current session, the Committee would consider the implementation of 
the Convention in eight States parties. It would also examine a number of States 
parties under the follow-up procedure and an individual communication under article 
14 of the Convention. In addition, it would discuss its working methods in light of the 
treaty body strengthening resolution. 


12. The Chairperson welcomed the news that special procedure mandate holders 
were commending the Committee’s work in their reports to the Human Rights 
Council. 


13. Mr. Amir said that the Committee ought to discuss how best to address the 
extremely serious incidents that were currently driving people from their native 
countries to seek refuge abroad. Certain entities that characterized themselves as 
States were committing murder on a daily basis. As he feared that their violent and 
discriminatory actions exceeded the scope of the Convention, he suggested that the 
Committee should discuss not only the legal background to the current situation but 
also the political conditions that had led to the outflow of migrants and refugees. It 
was also intolerable for the Committee to keep silent on atrocities such as the burning 
of an infant alive in his home. 


14. Mr. Khalaf enquired about the new approach to be adopted to training in States 
parties under the Treaty Body Capacity-Building Programme. In particular, he wished 
to know whether Committee members would be involved, since he feared that 
conflicts of interest might arise if that were the case. It was important to make an 
objective and academic contribution to capacity-building but to avoid interfering in 
the preparation of periodic reports. 


15. Ms. Edelenbos (Chief of Petitions and Inquiries Section, Human Rights Treaties 
Division) said that she was not familiar with the details of the Programme, but she 
thought that capacity-building activities would be conducted by former rather than 
current members of treaty bodies. The OHCHR staff: member in charge of the 
Programme would discuss such matters with the Committee the following week. 


16. OHCHR supported Mr. Amir’s reaction to the pervasive crisis and the 
manifestations of racism, occasionally of an extremely violent nature, throughout the 
world. She encouraged the Committee to reflect on how those problems should be 
addressed. 


17. Mr. Lindgren Alves requested the secretariat to arrange for a visit to the 
Committee by somebody associated with the Human Rights Council who could 
provide an overview of the Council’s reaction to the refugee crisis, terrorist acts 
committed by the so-called Islamic State and the burning alive of a Palestinian boy. 


18. The Committee might consider issuing a statement aimed at dissuading States 
parties from building walls or fences on their borders. For instance, Hungary was 
building a wall along its border with Serbia to prevent migrants from entering the 
country and a candidate for the United States presidency had pledged to build an 
impenetrable wall along the border with Mexico. 
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Adoption of the agenda (CERD/C/87/1) 
19. The agenda was adopted. 


The discussion covered in the summary record ended at 10.50 a.m. 
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